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AFTERNOON PAPERS CARRY STATEMENTS RELZASED EARLIER IN DAY BY
DEFENSE MINISTRY AND VARIOUS POLITICAL PARTIES. EVEN SEOUL
SINMUN RELEGATED THESE STATEMENTS TO THIRD PAGE,

4. AMONG WIRE SERVICE REPORTS GIVEN PROMINENT ATTENTION IS
ALLEGED STATEMENT BY "REMEMBER THE PUEBLO COMMITTEE" THAT

SEVEN CREW MEMBERS SURVIVED AND WERE PICKED UP BY NKOREANS.
REPRESENTATIVE RIVERS STATEMENT THAT WE SHOULD USE EVERY

MEANS OF RETALIATION POSSIBLE INCLUDING NUCLEAR WEAPONS ALSO
GIVEN FRONT-PAGE COVERAGE. SPECULATION IN WASHINGTON CIRCLES
THAT INCIDENT MIGHT PRECIPITATE CALL FOR STEP UP OF MILITARY AID
ALSO RECEIVED WIDE PRESS PLAY.

5. FONMIN OFFICIAL HAS CALLED TO SAY HIS MINISTER(BEING
PRESSURED TQ APPEAR BEFORENATIONAL ASSEMBLY APRIL 17 TO
ANSWER QUESTIONS ON INCIDENT. MINISTER SEEKING TO POSTPONE
APPEARANCE AS ROKG DOES NOT WISH TO TAKE A POSITION UNITL
IT HAS THE FACTS. SPECIFICALLY, IT IS WAITING TO SEE WHAT
LINE USG TAKES.

6., COMMENT: APPARENT EMBARGO ON DEFENSE MINISTRY AND

POLITICAL PARTY REACTIONS TO AIRCRAFT INCIDENT MAY BE IN EFFORT
. TO LIMIT SPECULATIVE AND OFF-HANDED COMMENTS BEFORE ROXG

TAKES OFFICIAL STANCE ON ISSUE.

DECON 7/1/7@.

PORTER

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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LIMITED OFFICIAL U SEOUL 1940

SUBJECT: PRESS REACTION TO AIRCRAFT INCIDENT

REFERENCE: SEOUL 18958

l. AFTERNOON PRESS APRIL 16 GIVES BANNER HEADLINE ATTENTION
TO AIRCRAFT INCIDENT WITH ACCOMPANYING SORTIES BASED
PRIMARILY ON WIRE SERVICE REPORTS DATELINED WASHINGTON.

2. EDITORIAL LINE OF ALL NEWSPAPERS IS CALL FOR RETALIATORY
ACTION BY US CLAIMING THAT LIMIT T0 PATIENCE HAS BEEN REACHED,
DOMINANT THEME ALSO IS THAT LACK OF RESPONSE TO PUEBLO SEIZURE
ENCOURAGES NKOREA TO UNDERTAKE ACTIONS THIS KIND WITHOUT
SERIOUS RISK OF RETALIATION. SOME PAPERS SPECULATE THAT
NKOREANS WISH TO HUMILIATE US AND WANT TO SHIFT TENSION FROM
SEASIA TO NEASIA. OTHERS EDITORIALLY CALL ATTENTION TO
NECESSITY FOR STRENGTHENING OF ROKAF TO PREPARE FOR FUTURE
NKOREAN PROVOCATIONS. MINOR THEMES EXPRESS SATISFACTION UPON
LEARNING THAT US TAKING NECESSARY MEASURES TO MEET SITUATION.
ONE PAPER SPECIFICALLY REFERS TO PRESIDENT NIXON'S CAMPAIGN
STATEMENTS REGARDING INSUFFICIENT ACTION BY JOHNSON
ADMINISTRATION AT TIME OF PUEBLO AND CRYPTICALLY

NOTES THAT NEW PRESIDENT NOwW HAS CHANCE TO ACT.

3. EXCEPT FOR GOVERNMENT-OWNED SEOUL SINMUN, NONE OF ISX
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EXCERPTS FROM DEPT'S PRESS BRIEFING APRIL 23, (vyey FOLLOWS:
BEGIN TEKI

we BOBg DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT TO MAKE ON THE NORTH KOREAW
STATEMENT IN THE AIRPLANE INCIDENT?

A. (MR, MCUCLUSKEY> NO, SIR,

w. WAS THERE & RESPONSE?

f. THERE 1S ALWAYS A RESPONSE, IT 1S3 "NO, SiK." (LAUGKTER,:
/. BOB, THERE'S A REUTEKRS STORY THAT .S, AR{ILLEN: OPENLD P
ALONG THE S8TH FARALLEL AND CREATED v=aT 14d Nun's KOREANS

CLAIWM WAS A "MASSIVE PROVOCATION.™ I&% THERE any COMMINT ON
THAT?

CiASSr L ED
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4. NO, SIR.

s THERE ARE ALSO RUMORS THAT AMERICAN WARSHIPS FIRED ON
SORTH KOREAN TERRITORY. ANYTHING TO SAY ON THAT?

£ § HAVE NOTHING TO SAY.O

0. ANYTHING ON ANOTHER MEETING AT PANMUNJOM?

4. NO. NEITHER SIDE HAS ASwED FOR ANOTHER MEETING.
e 1S [T OyR TURN TO ASK? IS IT ROTATED?

4. YFES., BUT THERE WAS NO DECISION MADE BY EITHER SIDE THAT
;¥ AWARE OF, TO CONTINUE THE EXCHANGE.

2. BOB, COULD YOu SAY WHETHER THIS TASK FORCE HAS BEEN
I NVOLVED TN ANY RIND OF ACTION ®ITH NORTH KOREA AT ALLY

4. NOW THESE ARE MATTERS THAT I RARELY DISCUSBS HER. I Have
NO REASON TO BELIEVE IT HAS,

4. COULD T BE THE POLICY OF THE ADMINISTIRATION TO TRY T0O
KEEP SUCH ACTION SECRETY

A, NOW, I+M GOING TO BE SURE WHAT TRACK WE'RE GOING
UERE, 1°M BEGINNING TO FEEL A BIT NERVOUS ABOUT i

6. THAT®S AS FaR AS I WANT TO CARRY IT.

A. WELL--1 CERTAINLY WOULD ASSUME NOT, AND I WOULD THINK 1T
VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO DO.. - : S o

A, CAN Y0U SHED ANY FURTHER LIGHT ON THE SOVIE:D PROTESTS ON
MGNDAY TO THE UNITED STATES ON THE NAVAL BUILDUF?
THEN SECONDLY, CAN YOU GIVE US ANY DETAILLS OF THE MEETING

. BEIWEEN OUR AMBASSADOR IN MOSCOW AND MR, KOSYGIN?
4. ON THE XIRST, THERE WERE APPROACHES BY THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT
WRICH WERE PARALLEL IN MOSCOW AND IN WASHINGTON, I WOULD "LOOK
WPON IT AS ONE AND THE SAME, THAT IS TO SAY, THERE WERE NUT
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Wi PROTZBTS- -0 INDEED, WE HAVE NOT, OURSELVES, LOOKED
HEON THESE AS “PRUTESTS.™

T UON"T WANT 70 QUARREL ABOUT WORDS. I[HEY DID COMPLAIN ABOUT
THE PRESENCE OF THE US NAVAL UNITS IN THE SEA OF JAPAN,

DHR RESPONSE I8 BOYH CASES--IN MOSCOW AND IN WASHINGTON, WAS

TO REFER TG THE PRESIDENT®S REMARKS IN HiS PRESS CONFERENCE
LaST WEEw, AMTER THE INCIDENT, AND IN GENERAL, (0 TAKE THE
COHITION THAT PERWHAPS THEIR COMPLAINTS MIGHT BETTER BE ADDRESSEDg
U5 THE NORTH KURKEANS, NORTH KOREA BEING THE CAUSE FQR TENSION
N THE AREA--BEING RESPONSIBLE FOR TENSION IN THE AREA,

HOW, ON THE SECOND POINT, AMBASSADOR BEAM CALLED ON PRIME
MINISTER KCSYGIN YESTERDAY. THE MEETING LASTED FOR OVER AN

HOUR AND THAT INVOLVED A REVIEW OF MAJOR PROBLEMS OF INTEREST
10 THE TWO GOVERNMENTS, IT WAS AT OUR AMBASSADOR®S REQUEST.

P WAS HIS FIRST MEETING WITH THE PRIME MINISTER, THE CUSTOMARY
SoND OF THING THAT A NEW AMBASSADOR ON $1aTION UNDERTAKES,

. DID HE DELIVER ANY NOTES FROM THE GOVERWNMENT, PUSSIBLY D
THE SUBJECT OF THE STRATEGIC ARMS TALKS?

A, NO, I WOULD WOY ASSUME THAT,

I BELYEVE THE aMBASSADOR DID CONVEY A MESSAGE OF GREETING FRONM
THE PRESIDENT--AND THAT, AGAIN I EWMPHASIZE 1S CUSTOMARY FCR

A NEW aMBASSADOR TO DO, ’

Q. DURING THIS SESSION, YGU ARE NOT SAYIRNG THAT THIS SESSIOR
INCLUDED THE COMPLAINT--THAT PRIME MINISTER KOSYGIW DIl NOT
DELIVER THE COMPLAINT TC AMBASSADOR BEAM DURING TAIS--

Ao NO, ON THE INCIDENT, THE MATTER OF THE SEa OF JAPAN,
THAT MEETING IN MOSCOW WAS BETWEEN AMBASSADOR BE&M AND
CVASILY) KUZNETSOv, THE DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISIER.

. WHERE DID THAT TAKE PLACE, BOB®?
Ao 1IN MOSCOW--KREMLIN,
Wo IN THE KREMLINY

A

o ¢NOUE IN THE AFFIRMATIVE.» NO, 'V SORRY, 11 ¥AY HAVE BREN
N THE F

DOREIGN OFFICE, '
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Approved For Release 2003/12/02 : CIA-RDP71B00364R000300130001-0



ApprO\'leQ €L ﬁ‘ﬁase 2?(!3'7?2/02 c'§c\ RDP71BOO36?EE€@(ROA M

CABLE SECRETARIAT DISSEM BY FER # TOTAL COPIES:

FILE, RF,

UNCLASSIFIED
PRGE Ba  STATE 263381

G U0 YOU KNOW WHETHER AMBASSADOR BEAM'S MEETING WITH THE
,IF%LuENI LN,uUDED THAT OLD AMERICAN EXPRESSION: “HOPE TO
Ska YOU SOONY

1 DONYT KNOW THAT, JOHN.

v, BUB, SERIOUSLY, ON THIS WATTER OF THE RUSSIANS® COMPLAINT
GEOUT ’Wh oTiMJLATLON OF THE TASK FORCE, WHAT ARE THEY COMPLAIN-
JN& Auﬁlhc,~uiN A SPECIFIC SENSE? IN OTHER WORDS, ARE THEY
CUMPLATNING THAT THERE'S A THREAT TOWAKRDS NORTH KOREA, FOR
%?;F“‘Es CR A THREAT TO THEIR OWN TERRITORYY

A. 1 REALLY BELIEJE THAT iNASMUCH AS THESE APPRCACHES WERE
INiTLATED BY dE SOVIET UNION, THAT THAT KIND OF QUESTION
CUGHT TU BE ADDRESSED TO THEM,

0, WELL, LET*3 TURN I7 AROUND THE OTHER WAY,
D15 wE OFYER aNY REASSURANCES A5 TO NOMRETALEATUR: CETERTIONG
AGALNST THE TERRITORY OF NORTH KOREA?

A DUk RESPONSE WwaS VIRTUALLY THE SAME AS Trk SHES DENYY D
OUTLINE InN HiIS PRESS CONFERENCE OF HIS DECLSION TO CONTIMUE
RECONNALSSANCE ¥LIGHTS, AND TO PROTECT THEM.

@, BOB, #as THE SUBJECT OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA BEFH DisCUSSED EY an’
SOVIET AND AMERICAN OFFiCIALS IN RECENT DAYSY

a. HOw COULD 1 SAY "NO" 10 THAT?

o, WELL, LET+5 PUT IT IN THE CONTEXT OF THE DISCUSCIONS THEY- -
ALL OF THE VARIOUS DISCUSSIONS WE HAVE JUSi NUW BEEN TALKIRG
AROUT--BEAM-KOSYGIN; BEAMKUZNETSOVs DOBRYNIN, HERE,

A, DOBRYNIN HERE, WiTH UNDER SECRETARY RI CHARDSOWN

ON MONDAY EVENING, WAS CONFINED TO ThE SEA OF JAPAN MATTER,

BEAYM-KUZNETSGV, IN MOSCOW, CONFINED TO ThHE SEA OF JAPAN MATTEN,

EAM AND wOSYGIN---A RANGE OF TPICS WHICH I DON'T HAVE AND CAN-
NOT IDENTIFY--TOPICS OF MyIUAL INTEREST,

45 FOR A %PECIFIC GOVERNMENT-TD-GOVERNMENT APPROACH 10 TJﬁ
QUESTION OF CZECHUSLOVAK:A, NOTHING 1 KNJW OF IN THESE P¢

LUUFL% OF DAYS HAS CEMTERED ON il
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. WUOULD (HAT INCLUDE THE RUMANIAN AMBASSADOR'S VISIiT HERE?
THAT WOULD INCLUDE THE RUMANIAN AMBASSADOR®S VISIT HERE,

. BOB, JUST OGN THAT SUBJECT OF HIS VISIT HERE, THAT WAS TO
NaKH»A‘PiTCH FOR THE EaST-WEST SECURITY CONFERENCE, IS THAT

B, AND BOB, { WONDER IF YOU WOULD CLARIFY A STATEMENT THAT I
NDERSTOOL YOU 10 MAKE EARLIER, TO THE EFFECT THAT NO DECISION
Has BEEN MADE T0 CONTINUE THOSE EXCHANGES BETWEEN THE UNITED
STATES AND NORTH KOREA AT PANMUNJOM.

THE REGULAR MAU MEETINGS, OF CCOURSE, WOULD BE CONTIRNUED--EBST
THE EXCHANGES WwOULD NGT BE CONTINUED BRIEFLY--

A, OVER THE SHGUTING DOWN OF THE ANMERICAN ALRCRAFT,

Wi ASSUMED THAT WHEN THE NORTH KOREANS ASKED FOR A MEETIRG
GH OTHe (8THe THAT 1T wWaS ¥OR THAT PURPOSE; AND TaaTl ¥ Wiy
Wi AUCEPTED , AFPEARED, AnD MaADE A STATEMENT,

NOW f CANNOT SENSIBLY TELL YOU THAT IN A FUTURE MEETING THAT
Al YOPIC MaY NOT BE REFERKRED YO, BUT I KNOW UOF NO MEETING
CanlED FOR THAT EXAPRESS PURPOSE AT THIS TIME,

o 15 THERE ANUTHER REGULAR MEETING SCHELULED SOON Of THE Mal?

,E

FiT.

A, WELLy I DON'T KNOW, VHEY ARE-=-I DON'T BELIEvE THEY AR
SLEGULARLY SCHEDULED, THEY ARE CALLED AS E(THER SIiDE SEHES

d. BOB, HAVE WE EXCHANGED ANY INFORMATION WITH NURTA KORES
0§ THIS PLANE INCIDENT, OTHER THAN THAT ONE MEZiIxa AL TaAs-
MUNOM?

A, THAT IS5 ALL.

§. WERE WE EXPECTING SOME TYPE OF SPECIFIC RESPUNSE FROM TiHiM,
OR A STATEMENT vO BE MADE THERE,

4. FOR BACKGROUND, THEIR BEHAVIOR WAS RAYHER CuKiIOuS, BECAUSE
THEY CAME InNTO IHE MEETING, WE WERE ASSUMING THAT THEY WaANTED
10 TALK aBOUT vHIS SUBJSECT ~WHiCH THEY DID NOT DO,
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G, WELL I FIND IT QUITE CONFUSING. THERE SEEMS TO BE AN IMPLI-
CATION IN WHAT THE PRESIDENT SAID 1IN HIS PRESS CONFERENCE, AND
TN SOME OF THE THINGS THAT SENATOR KIRKSEN SAID YESTERDAY. AN
IMPLICATION THAT WE WERE EXPECTING SOME PARTICULAR TYPE OF
FFSPONSE FROM THEM, AND IT°S NOT AT ALL CLEAR IN MY MIND WHAT
XiND OF RESPONSE WE WERE EXPECTING--WHETHER IT WAS TO BE AN
BFOLOGY, OR WHAT WE WERE FISHING FOR--DO YOU KNOW?O

E Bl

4. WO. YOU HAVE KIND OF LOST ME, I DON'T KNOW ANYTHING

MORE THAN THAT WHEN WE AGREED TO APPEAR AT THE MEETING, WE
ASSUMED THAT THE NORTH kOREANS WERE GOING TO RAISE THE PLANE
INCIDENT,

NOW, MAYBE THEY IN{ENDED 1O DO IT, AND DIDN®T GET 10 IT
UwiIL MAJOR GENERAL KNAPP HAD MADE HIS STATEMENT AND THEN
WwaLKED GUT.

P DON'T KNOW--I1'W SORKY, YCOU'VE LOST ME ON SENATOR KiR
©ODON'T KNOW WHAT HE SAID, OR WHAT HE 1S5 REL(EvVED 1O

MEANT., END TEXT
HUGERS

UNCLASSIFIED

Approved For Release 2003/12/02 : CIA-RDP71B00364R000300130001-0

s



